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and water and improve waste management
techniques.

Our Nation stands as a global leader in
research and development, in large part be-
cause of our successes in understanding and
utilizing the biological processes of life. The
field of biotechnology is important to the
quality of our lives, the protection of our en-
vironment, and the strength of our economy.
We must continue to be leaders in the pur-
suit of knowledge and technology, and we
must be vigilant to ensure that new tech-
nologies are regulated and used responsibly
towards achieving noble goals.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 13 through
May 19, 2001, as National Biotechnology
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 17, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 21.

Proclamation 7439—National
Defense Transportation Day and
National Transportation Week, 2001
May 16, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s achievements in transportation

have helped lay the foundation for our
strength and prosperity. As our Nation moves
forward into the 21st century, we celebrate
how modern transportation has transformed
the world and recognize the many men and

women who have contributed to its develop-
ment and advancement.

Whether traveling by road, rail, water, or
air, Americans can choose among a large
number of options in reaching their destina-
tions. But beyond moving people, our diverse
transportation system also makes possible the
delivery of countless products throughout the
country. Whether intended for individuals,
private organizations, government agencies,
or merchants, the shipment and transfer of
these goods helps to generate and sustain the
economic growth that benefits us all.

Our transportation system also contributes
vitally to the security of the United States.
From the early days of the merchant marine
at the time of our Nation’s founding, to the
latest in 21st century aircraft, our diverse
methods of transportation have moved troops
and carried defense cargo quickly and effi-
ciently both in peacetime and in war.

To meet America’s future needs, our Na-
tion must take advantage of scientific and
technological innovation to improve existing
transportation systems and develop new
ones. We must strive to enhance their reli-
ability and efficiency and close the gap be-
tween the demand for transportation and the
capacity of the transportation infrastructure.

At the same time, safety will always remain
our top priority. Investments in transpor-
tation must contribute to the security of the
traveling public and improve access for all
Americans. Our efforts to modify and
strengthen transportation systems must also
safeguard the environment and use energy
wisely. Through these measures, we can con-
serve our precious natural resources and re-
inforce the transportation infrastructure our
Nation needs to thrive in a dynamic and com-
petitive world.

To recognize the men and women who
work in transportation and thereby con-
tribute to our Nation’s well-being, defense,
and progress, the United States Congress, by
joint resolution approved May 16, 1957 (36
U.S.C. 120) has designated the third Friday
in May of each year as ‘‘National Defense
Transportation Day,’’ and, by joint resolution
approved May 14, 1962 (36 U.S.C. 133), de-
clared that the week during which that Fri-
day falls be designated ‘‘National Transpor-
tation Week.’’
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Friday, May 18, 2001,
as National Defense Transportation Day and
May 13 through May 19, 2001, as National
Transportation Week. I urge all Americans
to recognize how our modern transportation
system has enhanced our economy and con-
tributed to our quality of life.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 17, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 21.

Remarks Announcing the Energy
Plan in St. Paul, Minnesota
May 17, 2001

Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you
for that warm welcome. First, I want to thank
my friend Norm Coleman. What a great lead-
er he is for St. Paul. He’s a very good friend.
I think it’s important for you all to know that
when Norm calls over there to Washington,
I’ll answer the phone.

Traveling with me today are two of my
Cabinet officers: first, from the State of
Michigan, the Energy Secretary, Spence
Abraham; and the EPA Administrator,
Christie Todd Whitman. I appreciate John’s
invitation to be here, and I want to thank
the Capital City Partnership for giving me
the chance to come and deliver a major pol-
icy address to the Nation.

I’m also pleased to be in the home of the
mighty Minnesota Twins. They’re cost per
win is astounding. [Laughter] It serves as a
good example of what frugality can do for
the Nation. [Laughter]

But I’m not here to talk about baseball.
The Twin Cities are a great place to discuss
America’s energy challenge. Minneapolis-St.
Paul grew up as a mighty milling and trans-
portation center because of the power of the

Mississippi River. Your history was built on
energy that was abundant and affordable and
reliable. So, too, will be this Nation’s energy
future.

I invite you to think with me about that
future, and an early look at the future this
morning, right here in St. Paul. I toured a
plant that harnesses the best of new tech-
nology to produce energy that is cleaner and
more efficient and more affordable. The
plant boils enough water to heat 146 major
office buildings in downtown St. Paul. Not
a bit of energy is wasted—not even the waste.
The excess heat generated as the water boils
is captured and used to create steam, which
generates still more electricity to power
pumps and to deliver heat.

The plant is a model of energy efficiency.
It is also a model of energy diversity. It uses
conventional fuels like oil and natural gas and
coal, and renewable fuels like wood chips.
And the plant is a model of affordability.
While other energy prices rise, District En-
ergy has not raised its heating and cooling
rates in 4 years.

We’re beginning to see the power of the
future, not only in office buildings but also
in our homes and our cars. This spring the
Sustainable Buildings Industry Council
showcased a solar-powered home so ad-
vanced that it actually produces more energy
than it uses. And some Americans are already
driving hybrid cars that can convert to battery
power to reduce emissions and get up to 70
miles a gallon of gas. These are our early
glimpses of a future in which Americans will
meet our energy needs in ways that are effi-
cient, clean, convenient, and affordable.

The future is achievable, if we make the
right choices now. But if we fail to act, this
great country could face a darker future, a
future that is, unfortunately, being previewed
in rising prices at the gas pump and rolling
blackouts in the great State of California.

These events are challenging what had be-
come a fact of life in America, the routine,
everyday expectation that when you flick on
a light switch, the light will come on. Califor-
nians are learning, regrettably, that some-
times when you flick on the light switch, the
light does not come on, at any price.
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